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What is Dialog To Macro doing for you?

In Excel when you create a DialogSheet you have to place the DialogElements (e.g. Button) on the DialogSheet - well this is easy to do but the Button does almost nothing for you. You have to: Edit the text on the Button, assign a Macro, give the macro a name that the VBA Code will recognize, change settings to the Button ....... a lot of clicking around in different Excel dialogs and still you have to write a lot of code if you need to change the settings when the macro is running.

Dialog To Macro makes it easier and faster to work with DialogSheets in VBA.

You place the DialogElements (e.g. Buttons, ListBoxes ....) on the dialogbox and click the „DLG TO VBA“ Button and every setting is done within one Dialog.  In addition, a macro is written for you without any coding on your part.

Dialog To Macro:

writes AUTOMATICALLY the code for all selected DialogElements on a DialogSheet. This will help you make dynamic DialogSheets!

Optional standardization of names (3 formats) for DialogElements to make programs easy to read. 

easy configuration of all kinds of DialoglElement properties!

Linking macros, and ranges (names) to DialogElements.

saves hours in developing VBA Apps. 

Supports all Excel DialogElements e.g. ListBoxes, Buttons, spinner buttons ...

Supports English  and German VBA Code!

Installation:

Copy DLG2VBA.XLA to the XLSTART sub directory of EXCEL or use the Add-Ins manager under the TOOLS menu.  Click BROWSE and locate the file; then click on DLG2VBA.XLA.  Locate ”Dialog To Macro V 2.5“ in the Add-Ins list box and click the check box.  Click OK to exit.

DLG2VBA.EXE consists of the following files:

DLG2VBA.XLA ............. Excel 5.x Add In for Dialog To Macro 

README.DOC ................ Manual for Dialog To Macro 

SAMPLE.XLS .................. Excel 5.x sheet with the required data for the example in 					in this manual. Only for English VBA Code

BEISPIEL.XLS .................. Excel 5.x Arbeismappe, benötigt für das Beispiel im 					manuals. Only for German VBA Code

�Access ID:

Dialog To Macro is a Shareware program, but to run the full application you must send me an E-Mail (Subject: Dialog To Macro V 2.5 Access) to get the FREE Access ID (Please allow 1- 3 days for response).  With this Access ID you have UNRESTRICTED access to Dialog To Macro to test the usability.

If you do not have the access ID this Dialog is shown after every start of Dialog To Macro.

�

So do not hesitate to send me an E-Mail NOW and you get your - 

FREE - Access ID.

Only after you get your Access ID are you able to take full advantage of the program.

Also, only users with an access ID take part in the weekly contest: 

First and only prize: Dialog Carrousel - a hot and clever tool to link DialogSheets together without getting a memory error and of course without any programming at all! - Do not miss this XLA, it is not available anywhere

You will get the Access ID after you send me an E-Mail in this Format:

Address: 	AHL*Vienna   74077,107�Subject:	Dialog To Macro V 2.5 Access�Text:  Send me the free Access ID!�I Uploaded Dialog To Macro from Forum: (Forum name) ............�YES (NO) I will take part in the weekly contest for Dialog Carrousel! �I write VBA Programms in: English, German ore ......?

Comments: .................... are welcome!

�SetUp

From this dialog you have the Option to setup how Dialog To Macro will write a VBA program.



�

CheckBox: Click to Macro

When you check this Option; Dialog To Macro will write the macro for your dialog without interruption to modify the properties of the DialogElement.  when the code is written, you still can delete unwanted properties or change them. To use this Option would be more like a straight Excel style recording or writing of a macro - where you let Excel first write a lot of code and then you modify the code for your requirements.

Option: Name Edit 

While writing the code edit Element names: �When you set this Option; Dialog To Macro will give you the possibility to modify the DialogElements names - thus the program will be easier to read.�When you set this Option you also will have a Check Box ”Name Wizard“ to enable if you want the Name Wizard support of this program by Dialog Wizard (Dialog Wizard is a Shareware program from the same author and is available in several CompuServe Forums for downloading!).  IN GERMAN VBA YOU MUST SET THIS OPTION OTHERWISE YOU WILL HAVE PROBLEMS WITH THE DEFAULT NAMES IN EXCEL!�While writing to not edit Element names: �With this Option set; Dialog To Macro will not modify the DialogElement names. (If This Option is set and Click To Macro is set you will force Dialog To Macro to work exactly like recording or writing a Macro with Excel - for this reason it is the default setting of Dialog To Macro!)

VBA Code language:

Dialog To Macro supports English and German VBA Code. If you have an different Excel Version Spanish, France ... use the English setting - you must also  change the settings in Excel Option to English/USA that your are able to write VBA Code in English. The English Help File for VBA you can download from the CompuServe MSEXCEL Forum (Filename „vba_xl.hlp“). 

HELP WANTED

If you write in an different VBA Code as English or German and you are interested to enhance this application please send me an eMail! I will send you the required Macros for Translation an integrate them in an upcoming Version! Thanks for your help!

CheckBox: Name Wizard

Name Wizard will help you to make your program easy to read because it automatically changes your DialogElement names.

�



Format 1: If you assign the name “MyButton“ to a Button on the DialogSheet “MyDialog1“. The name shown in the macro name will be “MyDialog_Bu_MyButton“,  „Bu“ indicates a Button element, “Ed“ an EditBox ...)

Format 2: If you assign the name ‘MyButton“ to a Button the name shown in the macro will be “Bu_MyButton“ “Bu“ indicates a Button element, „Ed“ an EditBox ...)

Format 3: If you assign the name „MyButton“ to a Button on the DialogSheet ”MyDialog1“. The name shown in the macro will be “MyDialog_MyButton“.

Dialog to Macro Toolbar

After loading DLG2VBA you will find a new Toolbar on you screen - ”Dialog 2 Macro“

�

With this Toolbar - You can use the buttons to run the program:

�	”Dlg To VBA“; with this button you start the application. You must be within 	a DialogSheet!

�	SetUp for Dlg2VBA; this is the place to setup the program so it works the 	way you like.

�	Info dialog for Dialog To Macro!  

�Using Dialog To Macro

Before you start

Load the sample.xls in Excel.  It will help you in following the examples:

Because I’m using a German ExcelVersion, your names can be slightly different from the names in the sample but don’t worry; Dialog To Macro writes, English VBA and German VBA code! Currently other local Version of VBA like France, Spain .... are not Supported if you need an different VBA language please send me an Email!

You can change the VBA settings in Excel (Tool/Option, Extra/Optionen ...) to English if you normally write VBA Code in your native language!



Example: Lets make a DialogSheet in this Format! (See Sample.xls for English VBA, Beispiel.xls for German VBA!)

Sample Dialog:

�

This Dialog ”MyDialog“ consists of 5 DialogElements: Label, Combobox (List- and EditBox)  and 2 Buttons!

To get values to the ListBox I added the following sheet “MyData“ with range A1:A11 named “MyList“.  The Cell C1 has the name “MyLinkedCell“. (Load my Sample.xls to discover all the required data for this example!)

�



You will also find two little macros in the MacroSheet MyModul: YouBeep() and YouMsg().

As I mentioned earlier, Dialog To Macro’s method of working depends on your SetUp options of the program.  The following sample will tell you how it works depending on the different Setup options of Dialog To Macro!

Sample 1: SetUp: „Click to Macro“  OFF, „Name Edit“ OFF

�



Dialog To Macro can write macros for every element or only for the selected elements on the DialogSheet. In this example we will make the settings and write the macro for all elements on the dialogsheet MyDialog.

Select the DialogSheet MyDialog and be very careful that you have NOT selected any element on the DialogSheet - to unselect an element, click with the mouse somewhere in the background of the DialogSheet.

� Click the „DLG to VBA“ Button.

Dialog To Macro will now analyze your Workbook and will build lists of: Your existing Macros, Names (Ranges that you will assign to the ListBox ....) and the elements of you Dialogsheet.

When this is finished Dialog To Macro will display a Dialog for every Dialog Item on a DialogSheet:



�



This Dialog box will show your options:

Dialog Item: In this label you see which is the current DialogElement (In our sample it is a Button), what is the name of the element (Button 2) and what is the text on the element (OK). Finally, it also tells you this is the first out of five elements in the DialogSheet 1/5.

CheckBoxes: With the Checkboxes you can change the properties of this Dialog Item. Some of the checkboxes will be disabled because the properties do not apply to the current element (Button)

EditBox for the Text of the current item (Button). In our sample the text is OK. (The EditBox for the accelerator shows an ”O“, you can change this if you like.

Assign Macro Group: in the dropdown box you see all the macros currently in the workbook. Select the ”YouMsg“  Macro and assign this macro to the OnAction property of the Button.

Buttons: �”Current Macro“  with this Button you can see what Dialog To Macro has written for you before you got to this element (Works only after the second element). 

”Skip Item“ If you need to create the settings to a DialogElement but do not need to change the settings for a Macro you can skip this element - but remember Dialog To Macro will still change all the setting of this DialogElement according to your Options! 

”Write MacroCode for this Element!“: with this button the program will write the macrocode for this DialogElement and create the settings to the dialog.



Make the settings and click „Write MacroCode for this Element!“!  



Dialog Item 2/5 will be the next to configure:

This Button is the ”Abbrechen“ Button. Abbrechen means Cancel in German so enable the ”Text“ CheckBox and write to the textbox ”Cancel“.  Change the accelerator fro ”A“ to ”C“. 

�

Well this is the ”Cancel Button“ but we do not need any VBA code in our Macro.  We need to change the ”Text“ and the ”Accelerator“ so press the ”Skip Item“ Button and Dialog To Macro will make the setting for the button without writing any VBA Code.



Dialog Item 3/5 will be the next Item:

This is the Label of your dialogbox.  Let’s change the text to ”MyListBox:“ and press the ”Skip Item“ Button.�Dialog Item 5/5:

This is the ListBox so lets assign the macro ”YouBeep“ to the OnAction property and lets make the ”DialogElement Control“ of this Element:

�



To do this check the LinkedCell CheckBox and click on the Option button ont the same line. In the ListBox click “MyLinkedCell“ to paste this setting (Cell) to the ListBox property. Do the same with the ListFillRange - “MyList“ and press “Write MacroCode ...“ 

Now Dialog To Macro has made all the settings for you and also has written a macro to display the DialogSheet. In this macro you will also find the code for some of the Elements.

Insert the code to you Workbook:

�



Dialog To Macro has written a macro ”MyDialog“ and asks you now where to insert the macro in your Workbook. 

”New_Modul“: If you want to open a new MacroSheet and insert the macro there or select one of your existing MacroSheets (MyModul ... in the sample.xls) if you would like to insert the macro on an existing MacroSheet.

”Show Macro“ opens a Dialog where you can see the macro as it was written by Dialog To Macro. 

For our example, Click ”Insert to: New_Modul“ and your macro is finished. (Author’s reminder: Of course you have your free Access ID already. No? If not send me an E-Mail- you get it FREE).





'Let’s take a look at what the finished macro should look like:



' Macro: MyDialog

' Macro by  DLG2VBA  (c) AHL Vienna, CIS #: 74077,107

'

'

Sub MyDialog()

On Error Resume Next

   With ThisWorkbook.DialogSheets("MyDialog")

       With .Buttons("Button 2")

             .Enabled = True

             .Text = "OK"

             .Accelerator = "O"

             .OnAction = "YourMsg"

       End With

       With .ListBoxes("List Box 5")

             .Enabled = True

             .OnAction = "YourBeep"

             .LinkedCell = "MyLinkedCell"

             .ListFillRange = "MyList"

             .Select

             .ListIndex = 1

       End With

       .Show

   End With

End Sub�

Change SetUp and see the difference in the code

In our previous example if you look at the macro code Dialog To Macro it did not change the ”Names“ of the DialogElement - .Buttons("Button 2") and .ListBoxes("List Box 5"). This is OK when you have a very simple application but if you have a bigger application it is wise to have more explanatory names for your DialogElements.

Let’s change the SetUp in this format:

�

Turn the ”Name Edit“ Option ON and enable the ”Click To Macro“ check box!

This will let you change the names of the DialogElements but Dialog To Macro will not display the Dialog where you can change the settings - you have done this already!

As we decided we need the VBA Code only for the ”OK Button“ and the ”ListBox“.  But we have to select these two elements on your DialogSheet ”MyDialog“ 



�

Select these two elements by selecting the Button with a mouse click and holding the shift key down and clicking the OK ListBox.

� Click the „DLG to VBA“ Button.

�

First you will be asked what the Macroname of the new macro should be. Let’s call the macro “MyNewMacro“ and press OK (Abbrechen meets Cancel as you know already).

Next InputBox Dialog To Macro will ask you for a Name for the Button 2 with the Caption ”OK“: (It is possible that you will first see the dialog with the ListBox and then the button)



�

We will name this button ”MyOkButton“ and press OK



�



The ListBox will have the name ”MyListBox“.  Press OK and

Insert the Macro to a new MacroSheet!

'

Again let’s look at what the macro should resemble.

' Macro: MyNewMacro

' Macro by  DLG2VBA  (c) AHL Vienna, CIS #: 74077,107

'

'

Sub MyNewMacro()

   With ThisWorkbook.DialogSheets("MyDialog")

       With .Buttons("MyOkButton") <----------------------------------	NEW

             .Enabled = True

             .Text = "OK"

             .Accelerator = "O"

             .OnAction = "SAMPLE.XLS!YourMsg" <-----------------	NEW

       End With

       With .ListBoxes("MyListBox") <---------------------------------	NEW

             .Enabled = True

             .OnAction = "SAMPLE.XLS!YourBeep" <---------------		NEW

             .LinkedCell = "MyLinkedCell"

             .MultiSelect = xlExtended

             .ListFillRange = "MyList"

             .ListIndex = 1

       End With

       .Show

   End With

End Sub



If you compare MyDialog() and MyNewMacro() you will recognize that Dialog To Macro has change the name of the Button and the ListBox - .Buttons("MyOkButton") and .ListBoxes("MyListBox") - as well as the OnAction Property that now has a new reference to the assigned macro.

Warning: as we have changed the name of the Button and the ListBox you can no longer use the MyDialog() Macro!!!!

If you change the SetUp again and use the ”Name Wizard“ (NameFormat2) Option.  Dialog To Macro would change the Names again to this format: .Buttons("Bu_MyOkButton") and .ListBoxes("Li_MyListBox"), where „Bu“ means Button and „Li“ indicates a ListBox! With NameFormat 1 the names would be „MyDialog_Bu_MyOkButton“ and „MyDialog_Bu_MyOkButton“. This names look very long but think if you have an application with 10 different dialogs it is very helpful if you have to read your code to know exactly were the element is located.



Now create your own DialogSheet and play around a little bit and you will see how fast you can create DialogSheets with Dialog To Macro, If you have any problems or questions send me an E-Mail and we will help you ASAP!

For users of Dialog Wizard:

Dialog Wizard is a Excel XLA for creating DialogElement and writing the code for these elements.  You can find this tool in several CompuServe forums. 

As you are a user of both Dialogprograms you will recognize the similarities between these tools but also see the big difference:

While Dialog To Macro starts from a dialog with existing DialogElement, where you made some settings or not, Dialog Wizard lets you create the Elements from scratch and you then place the element on the dialog. Both write MacroCode in the background but Dialog To Macro always write a macro from SUB .... to END SUB, while Dialog Wizard can write the code for only one DialogElement ( WITH .Button... END WITH) to the Clipboard and you can then insert this code where ever you want. 

Although Dialog To Macro supports more elements (Spinners, Scrolbars, Textboxes...) and finds existing macros in you workbook, it is very helpful to have both tools when you write VBA Programs particularly when you later add a DialogElement to you DialogSheet.
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